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Wole Soyinka, The Lion and the Jewel 


15 General Feedback: 


What did you think of the play? Some adjectives. 
What puzzled you about it? What didn't you understand? 
Can we help each other here? 


П. Let's visualize: 


Тһе scene. 
Тһе people. 


The characters are real, very real. Most Nigerians, or most other West Africans, would be 
able to supply names. 


The characters of the play: Very individual and very authentic, but also symbolic: 


Lakunle - The young teacher, very proud of his "sophistication" 
His vocabulary! (1 have the Shorter Companion Dictionary, but 1 have 
ordered the Longer one. His allusions. Call attention to his learning. 
А naive affection, or affectation of the borrowed culture. Why? 


"Who would tell us where we go wong?" Р. 18 


Sidi - Тһе village belle. Every village has опе! (Even in Minnesota/North 
Dakota.) Mixture of vanity and modesty. Conscious of her effect on 
others, especially men. Seductive, Vulnerable. Nigeria? 


Вагока - The traditional chief. "Bale" in Пијте. A caricature. Represents 
tradition, maybe tradition gone to seed. A complex character: wiser than 
he acts. 

“Traditional rulers” are often pompous. 
Proud of his "power." (Wrestling. Fathering of children.) 


Maybe we can say something about the role of traditional rulers. They are 
the interpreters of tradition. А constitutional monarch. 


"Kabiesi" and genuflection with the Yoruba. 

Sadiku - Тһе "senior wife" of the Bale. She is a kind of Greek chorus іп the play. 
She is also the "fifth business” — the one who triggers the plot. 
А seeress, 


The Photographer - Never seen, except in the "play within the play." А parody of 


Technology: The "automobile" 
Ш. The conflicts which the play exposes: 
А. Tradition vs. Modernity 
Sidi and the pail on her head. 
How the railroad got routed around Ilujinle: just the opposite of Alma/St. 
Louis! Accomplished through bribery. 
B. Youth vs. Age 
С. Men vs. Women 
This was richly mined! 
Lakunle: Romantic love -- very contrary to tradition, but also very 
fascinating to young West Africans. 
The "modem wife” and Bride-price. 
0. Nature vs. Technology: A Soyinka theme. The automobile, again. The photograph, 
Page 52: Baroka's speech. 
IV. Vocabulary and reference notes: 
А. (р. 5) Saro: an ethnic group. Slaves returned from Sierra Leone. Badagry. 
В. (p. 11) "Ask Одит..." Ogun: God of tron, war and craftsmanship. 
С. (р 16) "Акоме, teacha wa..." Contracton of аїкоме -- "one who is literate.” 


D. (р. 16) "Guru morin" pidgin. "Guru morin" does not substitute for the 
customary offer of a drink. 


E. (р. 16) "Chief Ваѕеје" The one who spoils a party. 
Е. (р. 24) Workers songs:"Amuda is a big man.” "Keep the strong one cool." 
С. (p. 25) А kola nut is broken. 
Н. (р. 33) "Misprimed sakabula” 
1. (pp. 36-37) Oba Ala (Obatala -- creator who got drunk and made deformed 
creatures.) 
2. (р. 42) Yokolu, yokolu. ka ha tan bi “it is finished." Wife who threw her 
husband so heavily that he developed a hunchback. 
К. (р. 64) The punch-line in Yoruba: 
My net is spread, my net is spread 
Соте close to me, wrap yourself around те 
Only God knows knows the moment which makes the child, .. 
Tolani, Tolani 


She belongs to me, belongs to m 
Come close to me, wrap yourself around me 


Only God knows the moment which makes the child. . . 
V. Next week: 
The Achebe novels. 
They are a historical sequence: 


Things Fall Apart - The first impact of contact with Europeans. 

Мо Longer at Ease - The moral impact of European values. 

Arrow of God - Out of sequence but fills in between the first two. 
A Man of the People - The political impact. 

Women at War - The Civil War. 

The Ant-hills of the Savannah - 777? 


We will concentrate on No Longer at Ease, which seems to be Achebe's classic 
treatment of the moral effects of the value-dilemma which is responsible for so many of the 
current problems of modem Africa. 


